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Abstract 

The aim of the project is to fill an academic void regarding the evolution of ceramics between 

late antiquity and the Middle Ages in Luxembourg. Currently, it is hardly possible to date 

archaeological features precisely. For many questions this state of research is not satisfactory. 

The core issue therefore concerns the chronological classification of the pottery with due 

regard to the typology and technical characteristics and the differentiation of local and imported 

pottery. To achieve best results possible based on scientific evidence, the pottery of various 

excavations should be used. This is an essential condition in order to obtain reliable results 

and allows to compare the ceramics in a larger region. As the analysis of late medieval pottery 

from Luxembourg conducted by the applicant shows, it is likely that the vessels on the one 

hand show regional identities, but are, on the other hand, influenced by the neighboring regions 

in a larger context. Especially at the transition from Late Antiquity to the Early Middle Ages, the 

question arises to what extent disruptions or continuities in the ceramics are verifiable. For the 

High Middle Ages the influence of the pottery centers of the Rhineland should be analyzed. 

The occurence of foreign forms raises the question where potential influences came from and 

how to interpret them. They could go back to economic connections, but also be related to 

political and social aspects. An important aspect is the linking of archaeological finds with the 

results of historical research. Especially historico-economic sources must be considered in the 

context of the project. The question of how and to what extent pottery was negotiated follows 

immediately. On the basis of these studies, in the context of economic and cultural-historical 

statements a better understanding of the development of the ceramic in Luxembourg can be 

achieved. 


